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In response to the Office Action dated September 25, 2003, Applicants provgionally 

o 

elect the species of Figure 3. The election is with traverse. The claims readable on the 
provisionally elected species include: Claims 18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 
and 37. 

In the office action, the Examiner required election of a single disclosed species if no 
generic claim is finally held to be allowable, asserting that the appUcation contains claims 
durected to the following patentably distinct species: Figures 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7. 

Applicants note that the independent claims are generic to all of the identified species. 
Further, Applicants submit that all of the claims and each species embodies the inking of the 
drum impressions and the cleaning of the drum impressions during the printing operation. 
The Examiner's attention is directed to the enclosed European Patent EP 1 189 754 Bl which 
issued on the corresponding European application. The claims 1-17 are presented in English 
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in columns 16-19 and include issued claims that are generic to the five species identified by 
the Examiner. As such. Applicants submit that the generic claims are patentable over the prior 
art and respectfully request consideration of the generic claims and the claims directed to the 
disclosed species as well. 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the election requirement, and 
favorable consideration and allowance of the present application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Schiff Hardin & Waite 
Patent Department 
6600 Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: 312-258-5785 
CUSTOMER NO. 26574 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 
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